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All Saints Sunday
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We will celebrate “All Saints Sunday” on November 7. This is a growing tradition,
even among denominations who do not venerate any particular saint. “The
saints” in New Testament usage refers to Christians collectively; they are
ordinary people in whom God’s extra-ordinary grace has been revealed. As we
celebrate, we recall in particular the lives of those who have died since our last
All Saints celebration. We remember our communion with those who have gone
before us. We celebrate the contributions they have made helping us to be who
we are today. And we look forward to the communion we will share with all who
are to follow. Please join us in remembering:
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As we worship, a candle will be lit and a bell will be tolled in memory of each of
these loved ones. You will likewise be invited to lift the memory of others who
have recently entered the church triumphant, and stand in their honor.

Join us for “The Redemption of Scrooge”
Advent Worship Series and Bible Study
Go from "Bah, Humbug!" to a Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas.
Ebenezer Scrooge is a man in dire need of a second chance. Is
redemption possible for such a greedy, dark and sad
character? “The Redemption of Scrooge” shows us how the
teachings of Jesus can be found in Dickens’ Christmas classic.
From the ghosts of Christmas past, to the Life of the present,
and the resurrection of Christmas future, this Advent series
will “bless us every one” and reinvigorate our spiritual
journeys as we look at this familiar story through the lens of
faith.
Join us for worship each week beginning Sunday, November 28. If you would like
to learn more, join us for Bible Study led by Pastor David & Karla Hefty:

501-623-5626

In Person — Tuesdays, Nov. 30 – Dec. 21 @ 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Online — Tuesdays, Nov. 30 – Dec. 21 @ 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Call the church office 501-623-5626 to sign up for either in-person or online class
Study guides are available in the church office for $10

Commitment Sunday 2021
Grand Avenue’s stewardship campaign is wrapping up for another
year. Rev. Ann Ferris—District Superintendent for the Southwest
District—delivered the sermon, after which members offered their
commitment forms as an act of worship, pledging to support the
church with their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness in
2022. Following the service, members picked up a beautiful
houseplant in a clay pot with the words “Faith, Hope, Love” on the
pot as a gift of appreciation for their commitment. They also received
a take-out box lunch from Bubba’s.
A special thanks goes to the following: Rev. Ann Ferris for being our
guest preacher; Steve & Jackie Arrison who served as co-chairs; Niki
Gray who coordinated the meals; Karla Hefty, Mark & Carol Scrivner
for helping to serve the meals; Chris Headley for communications and
administrative duties; Carol Scrivner and Carla Haynie for creating the
potted plant gifts. In addition there were several people who took the Rev. Ann Ferris spoke on “Backing a
Winning Team” for Commitment Sunday.
time to speak to the congregation on the importance of pledging to
support the church. For this we thank Steve & Jackie Arrison, Karla
Hefty, Carol Peters, Shari Coston, and Pastor David.
Finally, thank you to everyone who turned in their commitment card. Your gifts will enable Grand Avenue
to “Build Faith, Bring Hope, and Reach Out in Love” in 2022.

A Note from Staff Parish Relations Committee
It is the time of year where thoughts and hearts turn to gratitude,
hope, joy, peace, and love. We at Grand Avenue United
Methodist Church are blessed with an amazing staff. The Staff
Parish Relations Committee invites the congregation to consider
an additional donation for staff Christmas gifts during the next
several weeks as a token of thanks for their work. If you choose to
participate, please write "Staff Christmas" on the memo of the
check. Donations should be received by Sunday, December 12.

Come Celebrate with Us This Holiday Season
Christmas Cantata - Our Chancel Choir and Jubilee Bells present a Christmas musical celebration
Sunday, December 19, 6:30 p.m.
Mid-Day at the Manger - A worship celebration with carols & communion
Friday, December 24, Noon
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - A celebration of the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the light of the world
Friday, December 24, 6:00 p.m.
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Sign up now for Sanctuary Flowers in 2022
A new flower calendar for 2022 has been created. If you would like to place flowers in
honor or memory of a loved one, or in celebration of a special occasion, call Chris in the
church office at (501) 623-5626. The cost of the flowers is $38.33 (the same as this year).

GAUMC Endowment Fund
Jesus tells the parable of the widow's mite in Mark's Gospel. A mite was the smallest size Jewish coin of that era. A mite
would have had the value of about 1/8 of a penny in today's value. Never the less, the widow gave what she could. As
we go into the remainder of the year, that might be a parable to remember. Soon we will be giving holiday gifts to family, friends, church, and charities. Please remember you church endowment fund. Like the widow's mite, no gift is too
small. And certainly no gift is too large. Your gift to the endowment fund will help to build, strengthen, and sustain your
church.. Let's follow the widow's example and give what we can to our endowment fund in these last months of the
year.

Dickey Cooley
Memorials & Honorariums Received in August—October 2021
In memory of…
Barbara Watson by Beverly & James Ortigara
Bill Lewallen by Linda Lewallen
Dennis Beaird by Linda Lewallen
Betty Ford by Linda Lewallen
Shirley Barbee by Linda Lewallen
Cody Peters by Teresa and Mike Rushing
Betty McDearmon by Sandra Acree
Mary & Jeff Davis by Martha Davis

In honor of...
Pastor David Fleming by Linda Lewallen
Dorothy Johnson by Linda Lewallen
Martha Blancke by Linda Lewallen
Kay Furo by Linda Lewallen
Debbie & Larry Hatfield by Linda Lewallen
Beverly Ortigara by Linda Lewallen
Richard Riley by Linda Lewallen
Jim Morrissey by Linda Lewallen
Mary Tom Taylor by Kathie White

Poinsettia Order Form
Help us beautify our sanctuary this Christmas season by placing a poinsettia in honor or memory of a loved
one. This year we will have red poinsettias in 8-inch foil wrapped pots. The cost of each plant is $16.
(Make checks payable to Grand Avenue UMC.) Please place your order by noon on Thurs., November 11.
____________ In Honor of___________________________________________________________
____________ In Memory of _________________________________________________________
Given by _________________________________________________________________________
Cash ________ Check ________

____________ Amount Paid
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Thank You for Your Support of our Table of Grace Mission

Bonnie Ervin, representing National Park Medical Center Auxiliary, presents a check
to Table of Grace team leaders. L to R Bob Clements, Sheila McLarty, Carol Scrivner,
Bonnie Ervin, and Mary Tom Taylor.

Grand Avenue is grateful for your
monetary support of Table of Grace
that feeds hungry people in our
community each Sunday evening.
During October we received two
generous donations—$200 from
Gardner United Methodist Church
UMW and $500 from the National
Park Medical Center Auxiliary. Thank
you to both of these organizations
for their donations. Also a big thank
you goes to everyone who gives their
service and/or their dollars to help us
continue to serve our Table of Grace
guests week after week. You make a
difference in the lives of many.

Children’s Youth Emergency Shelter
Ouachita Children’s Center serves youth in crisis, ages 6-17. Their needs are great and they come from diverse
circumstances. Some are abused or neglected, some are homeless or runaways, and others are in minor trouble in
their communities. Youth are referred to OCC by several different state agencies along with schools, Juvenile Courts,
local families, and even by the youth themselves. The average age of youth who receive OCC services is 1. There are a
number of situations in which the Center needs to transport items belonging to the child/youth from one location to
another. These include rescuing children from an abusive situation, sometimes in the middle of the night, transferring a
youth/child from a residential setting at the Center to a foster home, providing emergency supplies for a youth living
on the streets, and the list goes on. OCC is seeking donations of hand-carried bags that can be used to pack and move
personal items for one person. Please see if you have any of the following
available to donate:
Small suitcase
Tote Bag
Duffel bag
Gym Bag
Backpack
Overnight Bag
Knapsack
They can also use lunch bag containers to protect a carry-out meal for youth
who are on the move. There is a basket for Ouachita Children’s Center in
Fellowship Hall for your donations.

During November Outreach is collecting Vienna sausages.
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EVANGELISM: Sharing JESUS Worldwide
The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to
demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to children in
need around the world. Through this project, Samaritan’s
Purse partners with the local church worldwide to share
the Good News of Jesus Christ and make disciples of the
nations.
Every year since 1993 Samaritan’s Purse has collected
shoebox gifts filled with toys, school supplies, and hygiene
items for children around the world. More than
188,000,000 children in more than 170 countries have
received an Operation Christmas Child shoebox. The
project delivers not only the joy of what, for many kids, is
their first gift ever, but also gives them a tangible
expression of God’s love.
Tens of thousands of volunteers from local churches around the world partner to present the Gospel of Jesus Christ at
festive outreach events where children are surprised with these shoebox gifts. Before the filled shoeboxes are handed
to the children, a booklet titled “The Greatest Gift” (translated into the local language) is placed inside each box. When
the children open their boxes they typically ask, “Who gave this to me?” And that opens the door for the local pastors
and missionaries to tell them about the people of God who love them all and about Jesus Christ who came to save all
of us. Trained volunteers teach The Greatest Journey, a dynamic disciple course for shoebox recipients. Since 2009,
26.5 million children have enrolled in this 12-week program to learn how to follow Christ and share Him with others.
For the past 15 years, GAUMC members have packed shoeboxes of gifts for children to be distributed by Samaritan’s
Purse worldwide. This has become part of our Thanksgiving celebration...giving thanks to God for all He has done for us
by sharing that love with those who have so little and who have never heard of Jesus. You may continue the tradition
in several ways:
Pick up an empty OCC box in the foyer and follow the instructions on the trifold inside.
Use a box or plastic container of your own and follow the trifold instructions.
Build a Shoebox online at samaritanspurse.org/buildonline. In just a few easy clicks, you can select items you want
to send to a child in need. Samaritan’s Purse will pack and ship the gift for you for a suggested donation of $25 to
cover costs.
Use one of the donation envelopes located in the church foyer to contribute to Operation Christmas Child to
support the delivery costs for reaching children in remote areas plus the expense of printing the material given to
the children and their mentors.
Once you have packed your box, add it to the collection of completed boxes displayed in our church sanctuary. On
Sunday, November 21, we will pray for the children who will receive the boxes our church builds and sends. These will
then be delivered to the Hot Springs Relay Center, transported to Little Rock, and then shipped to Dallas where they
are prepared for shipment around the world.
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We’re Here to Serve You
Senior Pastor - Rev. David M. Fleming
Chancel Choir Director - Kathie White
Administrative Assistant - Chris Headley
Grand AveNews Editor - Linda Stanley
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Fax: (501) 623-3526
E-mail: grand.avenue@sbcglobal.net
www.gaumch.org

Grand Avenue’s
Annual Community
Thanksgiving Meal
Take-out meals only
featuring traditional
Thanksgiving turkey,

dressing, sides, and dessert
Open to all on
Thanksgiving Day
11:00 am to 12:30 pm
Watch for details
coming soon!
(Donations of pies and desserts Needed!)

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

