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Pentecost, Plastic, and the Promise of  the Holy Spirit 

Join us for a celebration of Pentecost on Sunday, June 5 at 8:30 and 10:45. Pentecost, 
the fiftieth day after Easter, celebrates the fulfillment of Christ’s promise to send the 

Holy Spirit on all believers. Plan to wear red as we gather for a time of  
fellowship from 9:15-9:45 in Fellowship Hall. 

A few years ago as I was studying the scriptures in preparation for our celebration of 
Pentecost, I went to meet a friend for coffee at WalMart. I chose a seat at McDonald’s 
near the main entrance and watched for my friend to arrive. As I watched and waited, I 
continued to read Luke’s words in Acts 2: 

“Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under 
heaven.  When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because 
each one heard their own language being spoken.  Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t 
all these who are speaking Galileans?  Then how is it that each of us hears them in our 
native language?  Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near 
Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we 
hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, 
they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 

Reading these verses describing such a vast variety of people who witnessed God’s 
Word at the birth of the church, I was impressed that the variety of people I saw 
entering were as diverse as the crowds that first received the Holy Spirit. I asked 
myself, “What would it take to build a church that could reach the next 100 people 
who walked through the doors of WalMart — young and old, rich and poor, working, 
unemployed or retired, of every color from various cultures, living in cities and towns 
throughout Arkansas or just passing through? I began to get excited about the 
proposition and even shared it with my colleague when he arrived. He protested that it 
would be impossible to create a place where that many diverse people would come. I 
had to laugh, however, because of course we were sitting in a place where it happens 
every day. And with all apologies due to Sam Walton, if WalMart can reach that goal by 
peddling plastic goods with planned obsolescence, can’t we who are empowered by 
the Holy Spirit accomplish even more as we offer eternal truth and the saving grace? 

I believe we can. Moreover, I believe that God has gifted each Christian and every 
congregation with the spiritual gifts needed to accomplish every purpose God has for 
their lives. Everything that we need to fulfill our calling “to make disciples of Christ for 
the transformation of the world”  has already been given to us. We just need to 
discover, open, own, and use our gifts in service of others to the glory of God.  

We will be celebrating God’s gift of the Holy Spirit in worship on Sunday, June 5. Then, 
throughout the month we will be focusing week by week on “Living the Spirit Life.” I 
pray that you will join us as we celebrate or that you will worship with us online 
wherever you are. Moreover, I pray that you will be filled to over-flowing with the Holy 
Spirit, and that  you will discover your purpose by serving others in God’s name.  

~ David Fleming 
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Table of Grace Volunteers Needed 

Discussions have begun about returning Table of Grace to inside dining. No date has been set, and we 
continue to watch the news about the virus. However, we need to begin planning what will be necessary to 
switch from take-out dinners back to our original sit-down meal. 

Our cooking teams and team leaders have done a great job during the pandemic and will continue their 
efforts. We will need to add dining room help: table set up, drink preparation and serving, busing tables and 
clean up. We will also need table hosts, greeters and dessert servers. 

If you have a musical talent to share, we will bring back our 4:30-5:00 entertainment. 

 

Table of Grace Volunteer Sign Up 

(return form to the Church Office or to Mary Tom Taylor) 

_____ Table Set-Up/Busing Tables/Clean-Up 

_____ Drink Preparation and Serving 

_____ Dessert Server 

_____ Table Host/Hostess (sit with guests and visit during the meal) 

_____ Intercessory Prayer Station (pray with guests and/or accept written prayer requests) 

_____ Musicians (entertainment from 4:30 – 5:00) 

Our teams are set up to serve one Sunday each month, but if you are able to come more often, that would be 
great. We realize that many things have changed during the pandemic and folks who served two years ago 
might not be able to return. So, if you are able to volunteer, we would like to hear from you. Please indicate 
on the form below which positions you might be willing to serve. You will be getting a call from a Team 
Leader soon! 

For more information, contact Mary Tom Taylor (501-538-6879) or marytomtaylor@gmail.com 

The 2022 Arkansas Annual Conference will be held in Hot 
Springs on June 1-4. The conference will begin on 
Wednesday, June 1 at 11:00 am and adjourn on Saturday 
at noon. This year’s theme is Reset, Repair, Renew. 

Bishop James Swanson of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference will lead a special worship service on 
Thursday at 4:30 pm. Pastor David Fleming will preach 
the Celebration of Life service on Thursday at 1:30 pm. 
On Friday Jason Moore, author of “Both And” will offer 
two teaching sessions. For a full schedule and conference 
information go to https://arumc.org/ac2022/ and select 
Pre-Conference Journal. 

Annual Conference Sessions of Interest 

Wednesday, June 1 

   11:00 am Opening Worship & Episcopal Address 
by Bishop Gary Mueller 

Thursday, June 2 

   1:30 pm Celebration of Life Service with  
Rev. David Fleming preaching 

   4:30 pm Worship with Bishop James Swanson 
preaching 

Friday, June 3 

   11:00 am Teaching Session by Jason Moore 

   1:30 pm Teaching Session by Jason Moore 
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Walking Each Other Home 
A Choral Remembrance 

Sunday, May 22, 2022 ~ 2:00pm  
Grand Avenue United Methodist Church 
841 Quapaw Avenue, Hot Springs, Arkansas 

The Threshold Singers of Hot Springs is holding a choral vigil for individuals, their families, and 

anyone in our community who have lost loved ones over the past two years during the pandemic. 

A special selection of gentle, comforting Threshold songs will be sung to honor and celebrate the 

lives of individuals lost and as offerings of peace, kindness, grace, and love to all. 

Hot Springs Threshold Singers is a chapter of Threshold Choir International. It is an organization 

of volunteers with 200 chapters around the country and the world. The vision of Threshold Choir 

International is a world where all of life’s thresholds are honored with 

compassion and shared through song. To donate or learn more about Threshold Choir go to 

https://thresholdchoir.org/ 

The Hot Springs chapter is the only chapter in Arkansas and we are ready to be of service to our 

community in bringing songs of comfort for those at life’s different thresholds. 

For more information about the program or Threshold Singers, please contact us: 
whiteka23@yahoo.com or (501) 520-7272 

mailto:whiteka23@yahoo.com
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Outreach is collecting canned vegetables during the  

month of May. 

Endowment Fund 

We often think of making contributions to our 
church endowment fund to remember loved ones 
and friends who have passed. 

But what about remembering those special people 
while they are alive and with us. My mother used 
to have a saying "give them their flowers while 
they are alive." It is a nice gesture to honor special 
people while they are here with us to enjoy it. 
Mother's Day will be May 8th and Father's Day will 
be June 19th. Can you think of special teachers, 
friends, or mentors who you would like to honor 
and pass along a thank you that your church can 
use for years to come? Is it not better to say "thank 
you" or "I love you" now than after that special 
person has passed on? Give what you can. No gift 
is too small. Give them their flowers while they are 
alive. 

Dickey Cooley 

Memorials & Honorariums 

In memory of… 

   Shirley Barbee 

        by Don & Sarah Harris 

   Barbara Watson 

        by James & Beverly Ortigara 

   Mary B. Hill 

         by Beverly Hill Copeland & Natalie Copeland 

 

In honor of… 

   Nancy Baker  

        by David Fleming & Karla Hefty 

   Dickey Cooley  

        by Skip & Kay Holland 

   Mary Tom Taylor, Carol Scrivner, and Kay Adams  

        by Joanne McGowan 

Dear Grand Avenue UMC, 

Thank you so much for your sweet welcome, smiling faces 
and hugs you showered us with when we visited “our” 
Grand Avenue UMC. 

We had missed each of you so much and we were happy 
to see you again. If you come to NW Arkansas, do come 
by to see us! 

Mary & Walter Daves 

Thank you for all of your cards & well wishes. They have 
really helped me to feel better. 

Jackie Hamilton  

GAUMC, 

Thank you all so much for your love, support, and the 
amazing meal you served to us and our family & friends! It 
was all so wonderful, and we know how much time & 
effort went into it! Mom loved her church and each one of 
you. You are and always will be family to us. Thank you for 
your continued prayers as we navigate these days without 
our sweet momma. 

Donna & Kirk Arnaud 

Dianna & Melvin Bates  

Grand Avenue 

UMC 

Mailbox 

UMM’s Boston Butt Sale Successful 

The smoked meat sale sponsored by United Methodist 
Men was a great success. Thank you to everyone who 
worked selling tickets and/or preparing, smoking, and 
distributing the meat. A special thanks goes to James Ferris 
who organized the event and brought his expertise & 
equipment to ensure a successful sale. We made $3200 
profit from sales and donations which will go to provide 
scholarships for 32 children to attend school for a full year 
in Haiti. This also includes one meal a day for the children. 

UMM plans to sell smoked turkeys in the fall. Thank you for 
your support! 
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Table of Grace Update 

Through the first four months of this year we have served 5,352 meals to our guests! The demand continues 
to be strong. We get many compliments on our meals, and guests tell us they are the best in town. Our 
cooks and volunteers are amazing! 

Thanks to everyone for your continued support. 

Mary Tom Taylor 

Table of Grace team on Easter Sunday 

Not pictured is team leader Sheila McLarty 

Brian Harvey prepares chicken spaghetti. 

The Blessing Box 

The GAUMC Blessing Box was recently removed, repaired, and refurbished by 
chairpersons Lee and Andy Calloway. We added to our church Feed the Hungry 
projects a few years ago with the addition of this structure attached to the outside 
of the church. It is "open" 24-7. Anyone can donate food items to the box by placing 
them inside the glass doors. And anyone can take food items from the box whenever 
they come by our church. Some church members make financial donations targeted 
for the Blessing Box. Our church administrator, Chris, uses this money to purchase 
staples from Project Food Bank that are used to help keep the box full.  

Seated: Sheila McLarty, Brenda 

Matthews. Standing: Terry 

McLarty, Shari Coston, Morris 

Coston 

Reaching Out in Love Supports  
Adult and Teen Challenge 

Adult & Teen Challenge of Garland County is one of the Reaching Out In Love 
outreach programs supported by Grand Avenue United Methodist Church. On 
April 7, 2022, Shari and Morris Coston, Sheila & Terry McLarty, and Brenda 
Matthews attended the annual fundraising event at the Hot Springs Conven-
tion Center. We heard several success stories from recovering men and their 
families. Excellent musical entertainment was performed by staff and resi-
dents! GAUMC provides a small donation annually and the Upper Room Sun-
day School class has supplied clothing and hygiene items for several years. This 
is a residential and faith-based program for teen & adult males with addiction 
issues since 1969. If you’d like to know more contact Sheila McLarty or Shari 
Coston.  
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Join Us On 

Pentecost Sunday 
June 5 

for worship at 8:30 and 10:45 

as we celebrate 

The Holy Spirit 
 

 

 

A time of fellowship with coffee & 

light refreshment will be held in 

Fellowship Hall  from 9:15 to 9:45 

Everyone is encouraged to wear red. 


