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Grand Avenue UMC Trustees Announce 

New COVID Guidelines  

The COVID numbers have been in steady decline in our county, and many in our 
congregation have been vaccinated. In response, our Trustees have voted to amend 
our COVID policies to give everyone a bit more freedom while maintaining a safe 
environment for all. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. Beginning Sunday, May 9: 

 We will no longer require temperature checks to enter the building. 

 We will offer in-person worship at 8:30 as well as 10:45. (We will continue to offer 
opportunities online as well.) 

 We will re-open the doors at the Quapaw Entrance for those attending worship. 
(Enter at Quapaw for worship at 8:30; enter at Quapaw or at the Office for worship 
at 10:45.) Greeters will continue to record names and phone numbers for all who 
attend.  

 We will continue to require that everyone wear a mask while inside the church for 
any activity including worship, but we will open additional pews and relax “social 
distancing.” (Seating in classrooms at the back of the Sanctuary will be reserved for 
those who still choose to practice “social distancing.”)  

 Sunday School classes and other groups will not resume regular meetings yet; 
however, groups are encouraged to meet in Fellowship Hall. Call the Church Office 
to schedule your meeting (501-623-5626). 

 Meals will be served in Fellowship Hall, but only as part of our bereavement 
ministry.  

For more information, contact the church office (501 623-5626). For other activities, 
see the CDC guidelines on pages 2-3.  

With Us 

Sunday Morning In-Person Services at 

8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

 

Online Service 

We’re on Facebook & YouTube 

(search for Grand Avenue UMC Hot Springs) 

10:45 a.m. Facebook Premiere 

and on our YouTube Channel 

Everyone is welcome! 
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Indoor Activity:     

Your Activity Fully Vaccinated People Unvaccinated People 

Visit a barber or hair salon 

  

Go to an uncrowded indoor shopping 
center or museum 

  

Ride public transport with limited 
occupancy 

  

Attend a small indoor gathering of 
fully vaccinated and unvaccinated 
people from multiple households 

  

Go to an indoor movie theater 

  

Attend a full-capacity worship service 

  

Sing in an indoor chorus 

  

Eat at an indoor restaurant or bar 

  

Participate in an indoor,  
high-intensity exercise class 

  

CDC Guidelines for Choosing Safer Activities 

If you are fully vaccinated, you can start doing many things that you had stopped doing because of the 
pandemic. When choosing safer activities, consider how COVID-19 is spreading in your community, the 
number of people participating in the activity, and the location of the activity. Outdoor visits and activities 
are safer than indoor activities, and fully vaccinated people can participate in some indoor events safely, 
without much risk. 

The CDC has published the charts below, with the green symbol representing the safest; the yellow symbol 
is less safe; and the red symbol is the least safe. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view%20
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Endowment Fund: Mother’s Day Contributions 

One of the main events of May is Mother's Day.  What a great time to recognize and honor the women who 
have been impactful in your life. You can do that by making a contribution to our church endowment 
fund.  Most of us have teachers, aunts, grandmothers, and other women who have played a significant role 
in our lives.  A gift to your church endowment fund is a great way to honor them by saying "thank you" for 
your love and guidance. Martha Dale and I plan to remember both of our mothers with a contribution to our 
endowment fund.  As it has been said many times before, the gift does not have to be a large sum.  Thank 
you for the gifts you make and will you please consider your endowment fund to honor and remember the 
women who have helped shape your life.   

Outdoor Activity:     

Your Activity Fully Vaccinated People Unvaccinated People 

Walk, run, roll or bike outdoors with 
members of your household 

  

Attend a small outdoor gathering 
with fully vaccinated family and 
friends 

  

Attend a small outdoor gathering 
with fully vaccinated and 
unvaccinated people 

  

Dine at an outdoor restaurant with 
friends from multiple households 

  

Attend an outdoor, crowded event,  
like a live performance, parade, or 
sports event 

  

Wesley Foundation Make-Over 

Pastor Russ Breshears is being moved from Oaklawn UMC to Arkadelphia. He will director of the Wesley 
Foundation at Henderson State University. The buildings he is inheriting for this job include a parsonage, a duplex 
that is rented by graduate students, and the foundation’s campus building where students meet and worship 
together. There is a LOT of work needed on these buildings. But of special and immediate concern is the 
parsonage, which has been rented out during the past 12 years. Russ is asking for help in nearly all areas of home 
maintenance and repair. A tree has fallen and needs to be cut up and removed (chair saw task). A water leak has 
ruined flooring and new laminate must be laid. Walls painted. Deck removed. All walls painted, inside and out 
(power washer task). Yard work. Many minor repairs. Russ is confident that anyone who is willing to help will be 
useful. Please consider “partnering up” to make a work day. Almost any day is okay…Russ can make it happen. If 
you can volunteer, call Russ Breshears at 501-772-7919.  
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Ronald McDonald House, Little Rock 

Many families must travel far from home to Little Rock for life-
saving treatment for their seriously ill or injured child. The 
treatment may last a day, a month, or even longer. It’s a long 
time to be away from home, or to divide a family. With hotels 
being too expensive to stay for an extended amount of time 
and hospital waiting rooms not able to provide the best level of 
comfort and privacy, there are not many options out there for 
families faced with such serious issues.  

This is where the Ronald McDonald House steps in and 
provides a solution for these families. This is more than just a 
House; there are comfortable beds to sleep in when the 
waiting room chairs get too uncomfortable; there is a kitchen 
where volunteers prepare dinner every night of the year; and 
best of all, there is one less worry for families who have so 
many other more important concerns with their ill or injured 
child. 

Located just steps away from Arkansas Children's Hospital and 
within close driving distance of UAMS and Baptist Health Medical Center, families stay close to their child and 
are provided the amenities they need. In addition to 32 private guest suites, the Ronald McDonald House has 
two large kitchens, an 80-seat dining room, lounge areas, indoor and outdoor play spaces, a hair salon, 
basketball half-court, laundry facilities, library and much more.  

GAUMC supports the Ronald McDonald House of Little Rock by collecting aluminum pull tabs from food and 
drink cans. This may seem like a small token, but when many organizations share their collected aluminum 
tabs, it does make a difference in the operating budget of the homes. A basket and a cardboard “house” in 
our Fellowship Hall are there for your pull tabs. 

Ronald McDonald Houses are more than a House... their goal is to be a "home-away-from-home.” 

Libby, granddaughter of Rick and Sandy Milholen, 

delivers aluminum pull tops to the Ronald 

McDonald House. 

Mother’s Day at Langston School 

Remember the video Pastor David used in church that showed children indicating 

what gift they most wanted for themself and what gift they would like for their 

mother? Later, when presented with two wrapped gifts, one for them and one for 

their mother, they had to choose only one of those gifts. And every child in the 

experiment chose the gift for their mother over themselves. Did you notice when 

the gifts were opened, nearly every gift for every mother was some sort of jewelry? 

With that in mind, we have started a Jewelry for Mom basket in the Langston 

School Rewards Store. Children can earn Langston Bucks for good work in school 

and use those “bucks” to buy a Mother’s Day gift. Do you have jewelry you no longer use? If so, please 

consider donating it to this cause. Place your ring or bracelet or necklace in a small plastic bag and then in 

the Langston basket in Fellowship Hall. We will put it in a pretty gift box for the Langston School Reward 

Store.  



Honorariums Received in  

April 2021 

In honor of… 
   Sheila McLarty by Judy Dare 

   Karla Hefty by Glenda Hefty  
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Outreach is collecting canned 

vegetables during the  

month of May. 

Adult and Teen Challenge of Arkansas 
Program Information 
Adult & Teen Challenge of Arkansas is located in Hot Springs. We are a 
faith based residential program for adult males who struggle with life 
controlling problems, such as addiction. We offer structure, spiritual and 
emotional support, and classes to address common struggles and issues. 
Students also have the opportunity to earn a GED, develop a positive 
work ethic, and help others through community service.  
 
Work Therapy Program 
While our students spend part of their day in chapel, individual studies, 
and group classes, they also participate in our work therapy program. 
Work can be anything from mowing lawns, being in our kitchen, clerical 
and janitorial work, or support for various community events and 
projects. By including work in the program structure, students learn a 
positive work ethic and the value of community service.  

 
My Journey:  A Personal Testimony 
“This journey to sobriety is a roller coaster. I've done so much damage to myself and others it's difficult to 
believe I can really move ahead with my life. But here I am, in this program, catching glimpses of hope and 
peace. Learning to love myself even in the midst of so many struggles. I am beginning to recognize that this is 
a lifelong journey of faith and living responsibly. Thank you all for your prayers. One day at a time, I'm 
becoming whole and free. I appreciate everyone who makes this place possible for me to be on this 
journey.” 
 
GAUMC supports Teen Challenge as a Hope Sponsor with a donation of $250 annually.  There is a basket in 
our Fellowship Hall where you may help support these men by donating individual sizes of toiletries for use 
by “newcomers” to the Teen Challenge program until they earn money to supply their own needs.   In 
addition, the Upper Room Sunday School Class provides Christmas gifts each year for those Teen Challenge 
men who have no other support in their lives.   

Can You Help? Outreach Thrift Store Needs Volunteers 

Grand Avenue Methodist Outreach Thrift Store is in much need of substitute workers either 9:00 AM to 

12:30 PM or 12:30 PM to 4:00 PM. This is a great mission project. To volunteer, call Lynne Perrine at  

(501) 318-7770 or the church office (501) 623-5626. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

We’re Here to Serve You 

Senior Pastor - Rev. David M. Fleming 
Chancel Choir Director - Kathie White 

Administrative Assistant - Chris Headley 
Grand AveNews Editor - Linda Stanley 

 

Phone: (501) 623-5626  
Fax: (501) 623-3526  

E-mail: grand.avenue@sbcglobal.net 
www.gaumch.org 
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Circle of Grace’s Spring Celebration 
 

 We will meet Thursday, May 6th 

at one o’clock in the Fellowship Hall  

for our first monthly meeting this year.  

We will not be able to serve food at this time.  

There will be a program and a discussion of 

our plans for the future.  

Deborah Circle 

will meet 

Monday, May 17th 

at 

6:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 


