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December 25, 2021 
Dear Friend, 

I hope this letter finds you well. I do pray you are finding some much needed 
rest after a busy Advent Season. 

The Methodist Foundation for Arkansas has been very blessed over the years 
with unrestricted gifts made to The Foundation. Our staff and Grant 
Committee work very hard to be good stewards of these gifts. At the 
December Grant Committee meeting, the unanimous decision was made to 
give a check to every United Methodist church in the state that has a food 
ministry program. Working with the Annual Conference who identified these 
churches through the Charge Conference forms, your church has been 
recognized as a one with a food ministry program. 

Please use the enclosed $500 toward your food ministries. I hope this small 
blessing will carry forward and be a blessing to many in your community. 

Merry Christmas, 
Rev. J. Wayne Clark 

Join Us in Welcoming Rev. Wayne Clark  in 
Worship on Sunday, January 16 

We are pleased to welcome the Reverend Wayne Clark 
as our guest preacher for Sunday, January 16. Wayne 
is no stranger to Grand Ave. He and his wife Rynette 
own a place in Hot Springs and have worshiped with us 
from time to time. Others know Wayne through his 
work with the Methodist Foundation for Arkansas.  
Wayne became President and CEO of the Foundation 
in 2019. Before joining the Foundation, he worked 
almost 23 years at Hendrix College serving most of the 
time as Chaplain, but also served as Dean of Students, 
and Associate Vice President of Development. He was 
ordained as a United Methodist minister in 1986 and 
received his degrees from Hendrix College and Perkins School of Theology at 
SMU.  

Wayne will be celebrating our partnership with the Foundation as well as the 
hope he has for our shared work in mission and ministry for the future. The 
letter below describes just the latest benefit that we have received from the 
Foundation through its support for local churches across Arkansas 
Methodism.  

Rev. Wayne Clark 
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Memorials 

In memory of ... 

Glenn Duncan by Jennie Peck 

Betty and Harry McDearmon by Sandra Acree 

Frank Mayberry by 
   Jennie Peck 
   Darlene & Ken Hodges 
   Joann & Robert Mitchell 
   Gail & Mac Bellingrath 
   Sammie & Troy Grace 

Bible Study Rescheduled 

Our new Bible Study, “Jesus: The One and Only,” has been tentatively 
rescheduled to begin on February 10, 2022, from 9:30 am to 11:30 
am. In recent days the number of active COVID-19 cases in Garland 
County is rising once again. We apologize for rescheduling the study, 
but feel that this is the best action for the safety of all. If you have 
questions in the meantime contact Lee Calloway at (501) 282-4010 or 
lcallo6@gmail.com. 
 
Based primarily on the Book of Luke, this study is a careful 
examination of the life of Christ. You will be introduced to an 
intimate Savior as you get a close-up and personal portrait of the life 

of Jesus the Messiah. You'll see Jesus come to a funeral and raise the  dead, confront conniving religious 
leaders, teach on a hillside, and even walk on the waves and calm the storm. Like a ragtag band of 
followers two thousand years ago, you will never be the same again after such an up close and personal 

A Time of Daily Devotion and Prayer Using the Upper Room 
For 80 years, The Upper Room daily devotional guide has encouraged 
people everywhere to share their stories of faith. Each days reading 
includes recommended scripture, a personal reflection, a prayer, and a 
thought for the day. Copies of the magazine are available in our office, or 
you may start a free trial subscription online here:  
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 
Pastor David and others are leading small groups for devotion and prayer 
based on the Wednesday reading in “The Upper Room” devotional guide 
each week. Some groups are meeting online using “Zoom.” Others are 
meeting by conference call. If you are interested in being part of a group, 

call the church office (501-623-5626) or send email to Pastor David at fleming.umc@gmail.com. He will 
share with you the best way to connect. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Grand Avenue’s Prayer Shawl Ministry has been 
tentatively rescheduled to resume on February 10, 
2022 at 1:30 pm in the church parlor. For additional 
information contact Lee Calloway at 501-282-4010 or 
lcallo6@gmail.com 

You are welcome to join us! 
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Endowment Fund  
We associate many people with the holiday season 

especially the Christ Child, Santa Claus , the Wise 

Men, King Herod, and don't forget Rudolph. But do 

you ever think of Bob Hope this time of the year? Bob 

Hope not only gave money, but he also gave his time 

and talent to bring Christmas cheer to U.S. troops all 

over the world. A quote of Bob Hope's is "if you do 

not have charity in your heart, you have the worst 

kind of heart trouble." 

As we enter 2022 , do you have charity in your heart? 

Your Endowment Fund needs your help throughout 

2022. Here's hoping we "cure our heart trouble" if 

any next year. Happy New Year to all! 

 

Dickey Cooley 

Notes of Gratitude  
The Grand Avenue Advent and Christmas services were very special to me this year. Each week we kept an 
eye on the virus numbers to determine if we should continue with rehearsals and performing. I am so 
grateful to God for the "window" He provided so that we could rehearse together for several weeks and 
praise Him each Sunday in song and with bells ringing. We all are especially grateful that we were able to 
present "Canticles in Candlelight" on December 19. The Jubilee Bell ringers and the Chancel Choir worked for 
several weeks on the music. I also am grateful for our handbell quartets that provided music for our 
Christmas Eve service and the service on December 26. We (as a choir) have an "inside joke" about Sunday 
miracles and we certainly experienced those this year. We are blessed with faithful, talented, dedicated 
ringers, singers, and musicians in our congregation.  Thank you for all your hard work! We also have others 
that help with sound (Alison Haynie), graphics & design (Linda Stanley), computer operator (Destiny Phillips), 
and we have the best piano accompanist in Hot Springs (Lowella Cherry). Our pastor David has been such an 
encourager to us and especially to the bass section! Thank you all for your contributions that make such a 
difference. 
 
I also want to thank you as a congregation for the love offering you gave for those of us on staff. You are 
always so thoughtful and generous to us all. Thank you for the privilege of serving at Grand Avenue and thank 
you for your support and encouragement over the years. 
 
Due to the rising virus numbers and so much uncertainty at present about the virus and the various strains, 
we will not have choir or bell rehearsals for a couple of weeks. We will reassess the situation in a couple of 
weeks and proceed accordingly. 
 
Blessings, 

Kathie 

Lowella Cherry and Pastor David played a delightful 

arrangement of “Sleigh Ride” following worship on  

December 12, 2021. 
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Christmas…A Time for Giving 

God gave us Jesus one Christmas, and it was surely the best gift that has ever been given. In memory of this 

first “giving” on Christmas, we have become familiar with the hustle and bustle of giving gifts to our families 

and friends. The bible tells us “Giving is Better than Receiving,” and we know that feeling of JOY when we 

give. Several groups at GAUMC have annual traditions of “Giving to Others” for part of our Christmas Joy. 

The Deborah Circle has for many years provided brand new bicycles to the Salvation Army of Hot Springs for 

Christmas distribution to boys and girls in Hot Springs. The Circle of Grace joined in this year.  

The Upper Room Sunday School Class has helped Teen Challenge at Christmas for the last 8 years. Missy 

Reed, Volunteer Coordinator for Teen Challenge, gives us the names of all the men in residence there who no 

longer have any family support. The men have been asked to create a “wish list” of items they want or need 

of clothing or personal hygiene or just for fun. Upper Room families “adopt” one of these men and provide all 

they wanted for Christmas. This year 8 men were provided very special Christmas gifts and letters of 

encouragement. 

Table of Grace was meant to be a sit down dinner every Sunday night, inviting those who want to come to 

share a meal and conversation with us.  But for over a year it has been a carry-out dinner handed to the 

hungry through our glass doors. At Christmas we try to find a way to be even more giving and loving to this 

world full of needy people. Thanks to the Scrivners, blankets were purchased and given away with the 

dinners on the Sunday before Christmas.  

Mike and Elijah of Teen Challenge 

help move gifts from the Upper 

Room Sunday School class. 

Carol Scrivner and Jonnie Nix 

distribute blankets and big smiles to 

our Table of Grace guests. 

Carla Haynie and Carol Scrivner 

deliver new bicycles to the Salvation 

Army. 



Year End Statements 

Thank you for your generosity throughout 2021. Year-
end statements will be mailed once our books have 
been closed. If you need a record of giving before then, 
please call Chris in the church office at 501-623-5626.  

During January Outreach is 
collecting Spaghetti & Sauce. 
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Donate Your Old Eye-glasses 
Another mission of Grand Avenue United Methodist Church that goes around the globe is 
our collecting old eye-glasses.  We collect the glasses and then pass them on to the South 
Hot Springs Lions Club.  Glasses from the South Hot Springs collection have gone on 
mission trips to South America as well as here in the good old USA.  The glasses began 
their journey in the collection basket at Grand Avenue United Methodist Church.  From 
there they are sent by the Lions Club to Dallas where they are refurbished and then 
distributed all over the world.  Shari Coston has seen first hand the work the Lions 
do.  While on a mission trip Shari saw the good that the glasses do.  Shari was so 
impressed that when she returned home Shari bought several pair of reader glasses and 
donated them to the Lions.  Remember the glasses basket the next time you have an old 
pair.  Your donation could gift someone the gift of sight. 

Dickey Cooley at GAUMC’s 

eye-glasses basket 

Thank you for all of your 
prayers, cards, calls, and 
thoughts during this time 
of illness. I have heard 
every one of them. Frank 
loved his church and 
friends, and he would 

not miss a Sunday until it got too much for him. He 
fought a good battle, but finally gave up. God wanted 
him home. Thanks again – I will see you soon! 

Janet Mayberry 

Dear Grand Avenue Family, 

My heart is full from all the prayers, love, care, and 
concern that you have shown me during my recent 
hospital stay and since returning home. 

You were there for Joe as he came to see me each day. 
You also made sure that he had food to eat. My Secret 
Santas (you know who you are) had our house 
decorated for Christmas , so decorating was something 
I didn’t have to worry about. Deborah Circle, your 
“Happy Basket” has been fun to check every day to see 
what “happy” to open next. 

Happy tears leak out of my eyes every time I think of 
this wonderful church we are a part of. 

Love to you all, 

Carol Peters Sign up now for Sanctuary Flowers  

A new flower calendar for 2022 has been created. If you 
would like to place flowers in honor or memory of a 
loved one, or in celebration of a special occasion, call 
Chris in the church office at: 
(501) 623-5626. The cost of the flowers has increased to 
$49.29 for the coming year. 

Thank you for your thoughtful and generous Christmas 
gift. It is a blessing to be part of the GAUMC staff and 
family.  

Chris Headley 

Dear Friends,  

I am overwhelmed once again by the extravagant 
generosity you showed to our staff, to my family, and 
to me this Christmas season. The gracious gift that you 
shared with each of us has truly been a blessing, and 
we are grateful.  

The pandemic has continued to limit many of our 
activities this past year, and Karla and I regret that 
we’ve not been able to spend time with Andrew in 
Florida. As soon as it is safe for us to travel again, we 
plan to use your gift to visit him there. Watch for 
pictures in a future edition of Grand AveNews! 

David Fleming 
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Table of Grace News 
 
Dear Grand Avenue, 
 
During 2021 we had over 50 volunteers who served on Sundays and we 
served 15,003 meals. 
 
We survived many challenges and terrible weather some Sundays, yet the food you 
prepare is always good (our guests tell me that every week). We have been able to add 
free bread since Shari made contact with a local bread distributor, and we have given 
away thousands of loaves of bread. We try to do something special for each holiday, like 
give candy at Halloween and fleece throws at Christmas. Also, thanks to Jonnie we can 
offer pet food. 
 
I am so grateful for all of you and your continued support of this mission. It is not always 
easy to keep coming back every month and work so hard. Problems pop up, but you 
always rise above them. 
 
Please keep praying for Table of Grace. Inflation has hit us, the pandemic limits us to 
take out meals, and the need continues to grow. Yet, I am blessed every week by this 
mission. I hope you are too. 
 

Mary Tom Taylor 

Joe Peters making mashed 

potatoes using electric drill 

with long-handled beater 

attachment. 


