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Don’t Lose Your Song! — Reflections on Psalm 137
Dear Church Family at GAUMC,
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We all know what a challenging year this has been for so many in our nation, state, and
in our own lives. None of us have been "immune" either from the virus or from the
effects of the virus on our physical, emotional, economic, social, and mental health...and
I might add musical health to the list!
2020 - a year to remember and to try to forget! Never in 45 years of music ministry
would I have dreamed of not being able to conduct or sing in weekly worship, choir
rehearsals, Easter celebrations, or special Christmas services! I have missed it so much
and I have missed our church family. These verses in Psalm 137 have often come to my
mind during these days of isolation, disorientation, grief, and sometimes fear:
"By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion. There on the
poplars we hung our harps, for there our captors asked us for songs, our tormentors
demanded songs of joy; they said, "Sing us one of the songs of Zion!" How can we sing
the songs of the Lord while in a foreign land? If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right
hand forget its skill. May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember
you, if I do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy." v. 1-6
2020 has certainly been like living in a different country in many ways. When this psalm
was written, the children of Israel were forced to live exiled in Babylon under great
oppression. They had lost their freedom, separated from loved ones, and were
removed from their place of worship - the Temple. Understandably, they became
disheartened, disillusioned, disorientated, and depressed. You might say they "sang the
blues".
I must confess I have been all those things this year at certain times. It's often at those
times that you feel the least like singing. The musicians of the Israelites had even "hung
up their harps". They wanted to give up, but they couldn't even do that because their
oppressors demanded songs of joy from them! Have you ever tried to sing a song of joy
when your heart is broken? The Israelites kept remembering the way "things were"
back in Zion and their grief consumed them. I like the fact that many of the Psalms
don't gloss over the pain and questioning of life or God. They doubted...they
wept...they just sat...heads down. Thankfully, the psalm says they didn't stay that way
and their song was not lost.

The turnaround came when their remembrance changed direction. They remembered
Zion was their highest joy. This simple change of direction from "back" to "up"
encouraged them and helped create the energy and motivation to grab those harps and
sing a new song. Have you lost your song this year? There have been times when I
thought my song was getting drowned out by 2020, but I want to have the
determination of these Israelites that remembered their highest joy was the Lord and
his kingdom. These people eventually returned to Israel and things had changed. They
had created smaller venues of worship called "synagogues" during this time so people
did not have to go to one location, the Temple, to worship. Our pastor, David and many
others have worked so hard to make corporate worship accessible to us during these
(Continued on page 4)
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Most of you observed Thanksgiving in a way that was radically different from 2019; many of you even
changed your plans again (or even cancelled them altogether) just days before. However you spent the
day, my hope is that you were mindful of the presence of a providential God, that celebrated with praise,
and that you prayerfully considered ways you may show gratitude to God by sharing with someone less
fortunate than yourself. To that end I am particularly grateful to the people whose gifts and service made
possible our continued tradition of serving a Thanksgiving meal each year as well as “Table of Grace”
each week. We served over 350 meals on Thanksgiving Day and are regularly serving 300 meals on
Sunday evening.
If your family is like mine, you are continuing to struggle with the ways you will celebrate from now until
the New Year. Many of our favorite Christmas traditions are being put on hold as we creatively come up
with novel ways to celebrate in the “new normal.” Through it all, I trust that we will be mindful of Christ’s
presence, remembering words that, though cliché, are still true: “Jesus is the reason for the season.”
In the meantime, in much the same way that your family is altering their plans, our church family is
preparing for modification. With a rising number of active COVID cases in Garland County and with new
counsel being received from Governor Hutchinson and Bishop Mueller, our “Re-Launch Team” has reconvened to evaluate our experience since returning to in-person worship and to plan how we will
respond to a positive case traced to our ministries. We also considered the possibility of a temporary
suspension of gatherings if the threat of harm seems too high.
Please read carefully the latest update to our policies and procedures printed below. Please pray for the
leaders who are helping us to offer our best even in the worst circumstances. And please let us know if
you have questions or concerns that need to be considered as we move forward with faith, hope, and
love.

Finally, plan now to join us for worship in-person or online. The worship schedule with suggested
scriptures and cinematic illustrations is printed on the back of this newsletter.
With love and gratitude,

David M. Fleming, pastor

Building Faith ● Bringing Hope ● Reaching Out in Love
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COVID Policy Update
When a COVID positive case is traced to the Grand Avenue Church building:
• We will be contacted by the Arkansas Department of Health contact tracers.
• We will supply to AR Dept. of Health the list of people who were in our building around the time of
the infected individual. This is why we need a complete list of people attending ANY functions in
our building including both members and guests.
• Contact tracing calls will be made by the AR Dept. of Health to the list described above to request
them to quarantine.
• Your church will also temporarily end in-person worship on Sunday mornings for TWO SUNDAYS
following the notification. You will be notified by social media, email, letter in the US Mail, or phone
call. We will prioritize notification to the congregation members who have been attending functions
regularly within our church building. We will do this as quickly as possible since ADH contact
tracing calls can be lagging the positive test by several days.
The Re-Launch Team is continually monitoring the virus activity within our specific county and
community. There could be reasons to pause in-building worship other than a confirmed positive
case. We will be flexible to those specific situations and will keep you informed as described above.
The on-line worship opportunities continue on both YouTube and Facebook for any of us who
choose to remain at home. We are the church regardless of our physical location!

Endowment Fund
We normally pause to remember all the things we are thankful for this time of
the year. It is easy for us to remember preachers, teachers, and family members
who have helped us along our life journey. I have people like that as well. I also
have a group that I feel thankful for at church. Thank all of you who support
your church endowment fund. And thank Linda Stanley for helping me get these
little paragraphs in the church newsletter. Thank you not only for your
contributions to the endowment but also for your support in your prayers and
your talking up the fund with your friends.
We look forward to 2021 and hope for the best. As we leave 2020, let us remember that our endowment fund is
a lasting legacy that can help Grand Avenue United Methodist Church for all the years to come. Let us continue to
support our endowment fund every way we can.

Dickey Cooley

A Note from Staff Parish Relations Committee
It is the time of year where thoughts and hearts turn to gratitude, hope, joy, peace, and love. We at
Grand Avenue United Methodist Church are blessed with an amazing staff. The Staff Parish
Relations Committee invites the congregation to consider an additional donation for staff Christmas
gifts during the next several weeks as a token of thanks for their work. If you
choose to participate, please write "Staff Christmas" on the memo of the check.
Donations should be received by Sunday, December 13.
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To all the Sunday School Kiddos,
We have checked with Santa and he says you all have been very, very good this year. We agree
with him so we will be delivering to you a little surprise soon! You are all special to us and we
can’t wait to have you back in Sunday School.
Love and hugs,
Your Sunday School Teachers

Faith, Hope, & Love Candles Available
At Grand Avenue we are known for “Building Faith, Bringing Hope, and Reaching Out
in Love.” In that spirit we are giving “Faith, Hope, & Love” candles to those who wish
to light a candle when worshiping with us online. These are white pillar candles in a
clear glass cylinder with lettering on the glass. If you would like one to light during
online worship, call the church office (501) 623-5626 to arrange for Pastor David to
deliver one to your home, or come to the church office to pick up a candle. We will
light this candle as a part of our service on Christmas Eve.
Don’t Lose Your Song! (Continued from page 1)

days of isolation and it has been a blessing. He has reminded us to "remember up and forward" as we have traveled
this strange landscape. Thank you so much!
We will meet together again (without fear)! We will sing together again (without masks)! Oh, how I look forward to
that day! Until then...keep remembering up and forward. Our highest, deepest Love has not forsaken us or left us
without hope and promise. That fact makes me want to start singing!
Kathie White
Footnote: I also want to thank you, the church, for your continued financial support through these months of
diminished musical activity. You have always been so generous in your support and encouragement to me and our
music family. Thank you for taking care of us.

Dear Grand Avenue United Methodist Church,
Frank and I want to thank everyone for the lovely cards and all the prayers. Frank has a long way to go before he
can walk again. His knee on the left leg gave away which made him fall on his right hip. He is taking therapy at this
time, and until his knee can be repaired he won’t be able to walk. He is in a wheelchair at this time. Please keep
him In your prayers. We miss everyone and pray and hope we will be back at some time.
Frank and Janet Mayberry
Thank you so much to all the workers who planned, prepared, served and delivered the Thanksgiving meals.
Caring and sharing and reaching out in love is the center of Grand Avenue’s mission. I am so blessed to be able to
walk my spiritual journey with all of you.
Joanne McGowan
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Our Last Year as OCC Relay Center
For the past 11 years, GAUMC has served as the Hot Springs area Drop Off Center for
Operation Christmas Child. This year of an international pandemic presented unusual
challenges for us. But the leadership of the international Operation Christmas Child
staff developed an excellent Curbside Dropoff System that provided a safe and loving
experience for everyone bringing shoeboxes
full of love for children who need to hear
about the love of Jesus. When GAUMC
agreed a year ago to serve once again in this
capacity, we had no idea things would
change so much. But as always, the loving
folks who are members of GAUMC came through to be the face and
hands of LOVE to all those who had packed boxes of school supplies,
hygiene items, and toys for children with little joy in their lives. This
year OCC provided bigger and stronger boxes for us to use, and
included a stick-on label that bore a QR code for tracking. Each person
using this label will receive a personal e-mail identifying the country to
which that box was delivered.
And so after 11 years, it is time for us to give another church in
Hot Springs the opportunity to grow in their evangelism activities by
serving as the Drop Off Center. But that will not end our association
with Operation Christmas Child. We will still be packing individual
boxes each November. And you don’t have to wait until then. We have
boxes available now for you to begin packing for the 2021 Thanksgiving Jay Leak, Chuck Clark, and Joe Peters load
shoeboxes to be delivered to Operation
In-Gathering. Just ask Chris Headley in the church office if you want
Christmas Child.
one now or anytime in the coming year.

GAUMC Community Thanksgiving Meal
Thank you to everyone who offered prayers or gave of their time to serve others at our community
Thanksgiving Meal. Also a big thanks goes to Tonja Bolding for stepping up to provide leadership for this meal year
after year. This year’s event provided take-out meals only. Tonja reports that we gave out 352 meals by the end of

During December Outreach is collecting Peanut Butter & Jelly.
Sign up now for Sanctuary Flowers in 2021
A new flower calendar for 2021 is now in the church office. If you would like to place flowers in
honor or memory of a loved one, or in celebration of a special occasion, contact Chris in the
office (501-623-5626) to add your name to your choice of date. The cost of the flowers is $38.33
(same as this year).
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Greetings from Pastor David
Most of us are spending more time at home this holiday
season. Usually, we would be out and about—shopping for
presents, gathering for parties, traveling to see family, and
taking part in a host of activities at our church. This year,
we are being encouraged to stay home, shelter in place,
and limit our contact to those who live with us. Karla and I
are taking advantage of this time to enjoy the classic
Christmas movies we’ve collected over the years but rarely
find time to watch. And as we’ve watched, I’ve found
myself noticing that the themes of the movies reflect the
ultimate gifts that the scriptures say God is longing to give to us—hope, peace, joy, and love. Therefore, I’ve decided
to use these seasonal favorites as sort of “parables” to illustrate the scriptures we will be reading each week of
Advent and on Christmas Eve.
We will be showing brief movie clips during our in-person worship each Sunday, but copyright restrictions mean that
we will not be able to include them online. Nevertheless, most of the scenes are very familiar. And if they’re not, you
might consider downloading or buying the movie to watch before or after you join us. Either way, I pray that the
lessons we learn in scripture will come alive next time you tune in to your favorite holiday classics:
December 6 — (Matthew 3:1-6) — “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors: The Salvation of Scrooge”
December 13 — (Matthew 3:7-10) — “What Then Should We Do?: Grace and the Grinch”
December 20 — (Luke 1:46-55) — “It Seems to Me I’ve Heard That Song Before: Redemption and Rudolph”
December 24 — (Luke 2:1-20) — “Fear Not!” (featuring “A Charlie Brown Christmas”)

