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Join Us for Commitment Sunday! 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Sunday, October 25 is our congregation’s Commitment Sunday. We urge you to 

plan now to participate in two important events:  

 Commitment Sunday morning worship — Whether you worship with us in 

person or online you will be blessed as David Moseley serves as our guest 

preacher. 

 Celebration Luncheon — Immediately following worship that same day, we 

will move to Fellowship Hall for a celebration luncheon catered by Woods 

Place (not a potluck). The menu includes catfish, chicken and all the fixin’s. 

This spiritual-growth-oriented process is designed to enrich our biblical 

understanding of  Christian stewardship. Rather than focusing on the need of 

the church to receive, the experience concentrates on the need of the giver to 

give for his or her own spiritual development. 

We believe that you care enough to participate on Commitment Sunday and 

make your commitment of prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness as an 

act of worship. 

No one will call on you at your home for a pledge. But we will contact you 

personally to secure your commitment to participate in morning worship on 

Commitment Sunday and the Celebration Luncheon immediately after worship. 

Cordially, 

 

 

 

Alan & Doris Wright 

Jacob & Kayla Wright 

Commitment Sunday Chairs 
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Outreach is collecting 

crackers during the 

month of September. 

Chrysalis 

The nature of all Nature is 

Dynamic, and it shows 

In everything that God has planned 

The seed of greatness grows. 

The caterpillar does not know 

What wonders it will see 

Emerging from its chrysalis— 

A butterfly set free. 

The acorn likewise cannot tell 

What purpose lies in store 

As it gains strength and height until 

Its branches skyward soar. 

The Hand that holds the hope of change 

Has special plans for man. 

We can’t achieve them on our own, 

But through His grace we can. 

We are not yet God’s finished work, 

But He is never through. 

We need to turn and childlike come, 

So we are born anew. 

Just like the oak and butterfly, 

We too shall be amazed 

To find our bodies glorified 

When they at last are raised. 

But we don’t need to wait till then 

On that auspicious morn. 

The Hand that made the acorn will 

Hold us when we’re reborn. 

Steve Jennings 

Save the date: Saturday, October 17, 2026 at 2 pm 

Join us for The Colors of Bronze: A Community Handbell 
Celebration, an afternoon showcasing the remarkable range, beauty, 
and expressive possibilities of handbell music. The Jubellation 
Ringers of FUMC, Jubilee Bells of Grand Avenue UMC, and St. 
Mary’s Handbell Choir will each bring their own distinctive musical 
color to the program, then combine in exciting massed-ringing 
selections. 

Like light reflecting from polished bronze, the concert will unfold in 
many shades and layers—from majestic and contemplative hymn 
settings to joyful gospel, beloved favorites, lively jazz-inspired 
rhythms, and playful popular tunes. Individual choir selections will be 
complemented by performances from quartets, duets, and other 
small ensembles, allowing audiences to experience both the power 
of a large handbell choir and the artistry of just a few ringers. 

Come discover how many colors can emerge from bronze when 
three choirs join their gifts, energy, and joy in one unforgettable 
afternoon of music. 

The Colors 

of 

Bronze: 

A Community 

Handbell  Celebration 

Outreach Thrift Store News 

At the United Methodist Outreach Thrift Store, Summer is about 
over! We have recently updated our seasonal décor with an abun-
dance of Fall decorations and novelties. In addition, we have opened 
our Halloween department with plenty of pumpkins, witches and 
ghosts. We even have a rack filled with Halloween costumes. So 
come and check it out. 

We are also preparing to change out our clothing displays from 
Spring and Summer to Fall and Winter. The $5 bag sale is going on 
now to help us clear our racks of warm weather clothes. 

Remember, we can always use donations of good, clean used cloth-
ing, shoes and housewares. And we are always looking for more vol-
unteers. For additional information, contact Carol Dickinson or Becky 
Meadows through the church office (501-623-5626). 

Proceeds from our sales buy groceries for those in our community 
who are experiencing food insecurity. 
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The Central District of United Women in Faith was well represented at 

Assembly 2026, held in Indianapolis, IN. The Arkansas Conference as a 

whole was also well represented with close to eighty in attendance. 

This gathering allowed us, as United Women in Faith, to come togeth-

er, tap into our strength, and put love into action to change the world. 

During Assembly 2026, we united in fellowship, cared for our souls, 

attended workshops and town hall meetings, learned and grew in 

knowledge to act for justice, and celebrated together throughout the weekend. Elizabeth Eckford, one of the Little 

Rock Nine, was a guest speaker at the Legacy Banquet. 

The theme for Assembly 2026 was "Dream It, Believe It, Do It.” This will be the motivation to expand the unit's commu-

nity efforts. Carol Dickinson and Sammie Grace from Grand Avenue United Methodist, Hot Springs, attended this 

event. 

AN INVITATION FROM UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

Grand Avenue United Methodist Church 

Grand Avenue United Women in Faith would like to invite you to become a member of a group of women who seeks to 
connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual formation, leadership development, creative fellowship, and 
education so that they can inspire, influence, and impact local and global communities. 

United Women in Faith provides opportunities for the women of our church to participate and worship in groups 
(circles).  Circles are the heart of United Women in Faith.  They provide opportunities to grow in faith; building 
relationships through fellowship, projects, and prayer. 

You are invited to participate in one of our existing church circles listed below: 

 The Circle of Grace will resume meeting Sept. 3.   They meet the first Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM in 

Fellowship Hall. Contact Jeanne Dean  or Sammie Grace through the church office (501-623-5626). 

 The Deborah Circle will resume meeting Sept. 21. They meet the third Monday of each month at 6:00 PM in 

Fellowship Hall. Contact Jackie Arrison or Karla Hefty  through the church office (501-623-5626). 

Our Circles will start back from summer break tentatively September 3, 2026 and September 21, 2026. 

New Study Begins in Open Door Class 

The Open Door Class will begin a new study, The Holy Spirit...God’s Presence and Power at Work in Us by Adam Hamil-

ton. All are welcome to join us in this study exploring how the Holy Spirit works in believer’s lives through scripture 

from the Hebrew Bible to the New Testament, offering insights in divine guidance and transformation.  

The Holy Spirit is God's active presence and power at work in the world and in our lives. Through the Spirit, we are 

transformed, led, empowered, and guided in our faith journey. Jesus promised his followers that the Spirit would come 

alongside them as comforter and counselor, empowering them to transform the world. 

In The Holy Spirit, Adam Hamilton explores what Scripture teaches about God's Spirit―from the Hebrew Bible through 

Jesus' promises in the Gospels, the powerful Pentecost experience in Acts, and the rich teachings found in the New Tes-

tament letters. This accessible study helps believers understand and experience the Holy Spirit's presence and power in 

their daily walk with Christ. 
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Dear Grand Avenue UMC Cookie Crew, 

We can’t thank you enough for your generous contribution to NPC Move-In-Day. It was a hot and stressful day for 

both students & parents, and it was so wonderful to see their faces light up when they were offered freshly baked 

cookies from your friendly crew. You helped make a great first impression for our students and we greatly appreci-

ate you! 

Shannon 

National Park College 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the wonderful anniversary wishes! Whether you joined us at 

the celebration, called, emailed, or sent a card, your thoughtfulness made our golden 

milestone unforgettable. We are so blessed to have our church family and friends like 

you. Cheers to 50 years! (Pictured Right: Troy & Sammie Grace) 

Our love, 

Troy & Sammie Grace 

National Park Cookie Ministry 

Wow did you ever deliver. Gretchen Lawrence chaired the second annual Cookie ministry for move in day at the dorms 

at National Park College. She asked for 400 cookies and you baked over 1200. The students and their parents really felt 

welcomed. Over 300 students live in the dorms and most are from out of state or out of country . They really appreciat-

ed the cookies and we had enough to feed the students for their dorm meeting that night also. The volunteers  who 

handed out cookies were Carol Albino, Jeannette and Jamie Pratt, Monica and Larry O’Briant, Susan and Steve Jen-

nings, Shannon Rivas, Kathy White, Ed and Caroline Franklin, and Gretchen Lawrence, and Dave Hulett. Kathy White 

had fun sharing stories from all the places she lived in Europe where some of the students were from. The Night Hawk 

mascot came to participate in the fun.  

Thanks for all your support.  

Ed Franklin 
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Living Generously: Faith, Hope, and Love 

Every church has a story — a story of people who have prayed together, learned together, worshiped 
together, cared for one another, and reached beyond themselves with the love of Christ. At Grand Avenue, 
that story is captured beautifully in our mission: “building faith, bringing hope, and reaching out in love.” 

This October, we will focus on what it means to live that mission generously. Our series, “Living Generously: 
Faith, Hope, and Love,” will invite us to see stewardship not simply as something we do with our money, but 
as the way we offer our whole lives to God and to the ministry we share. 

 October 4 — Building Faith — We’ll celebrate our discipleship ministries with children, youth, and 
adults, including Christian education and Bible study. We will commission our teachers and small group 
leaders, and share the Lord's Supper on World Communion Sunday. 

 October 11 — Bringing Hope — We’ll focus on prayer and worship, congregational care, and fellowship, 
the ministries that show up when life comes apart. 

 October 18 — Reaching Out in Love — We’ll celebrate evangelism and mission as the ways we live out 
what it means for our congregation's life to speak even before anyone says a word. 

 October 25 — Commitment Sunday —We will bring our commitment cards forward together as an act 
of worship, offering our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness for the year ahead. 

I hope you will join us for this special journey. Together, let us give thanks for all God has done through 
Grand Avenue UMC and look forward with hope for all God is still calling us to do. 

~ Pastor David Fleming 


